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9/11 Families United to Bankrupt Terrorism 
Applaud The Miami Herald and The Sarasota Herald-Tribune
FOIA Lawsuit of FBI/Department of Justice For Documents 

Relating To Sarasota Saudis Suspected of 9/11 Ties

The Steering Committee of the 9/11 Families United to Bankrupt Terrorism endorses the recent decision by The Miami Herald to file a future amicus brief in an effort to support court proceedings designed to gain access to FBI documents regarding an investigation involving a Saudi family, former residents of Sarasota, Fla., who may have provided aid to the 9/11 hijackers. Broward Bulldog, Inc., a Florida non-profit corporation, and its founder Dan Christensen filed a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) lawsuit to obtain documents they were denied and are suing the U.S. Department of Justice and the FBI in U.S. District Court, Southern District of Florida.

“Former Florida Governor and U.S. Senator Bob Graham, a South Florida resident, has long expressed concern about the pre-9/11 activities occurring in Florida. Senator Graham has alleged that the FBI made false statements to the public about the results of its Sarasota investigation related to those pre-9/11 activities. The results of that investigation were not reported to Congress or mentioned in the 9/11 Commission Report.  Documents released in the course of this litigation have revealed information that directly contradicts the FBI’s prior public statements asserting that no connections between the Sarasota property and 9/11 exist.  The Herald has a strong interest in ascertaining which FBI statements to the public are accurate,” wrote attorneys for The Herald in a motion requesting leave to file an amicus brief.  The Herald wrote that it was the intention of the newspaper to jointly file a brief with The Sarasota Herald-Tribune, which had filed a similar motion earlier in the month. 
On June 5, former Senate Intelligence Committee Chairman Bob Graham (D-FL), who also co-chaired the 9/11 Congressional Inquiry, filed a declaration in support of the FOIA request, writing, “I am troubled by what appears to me to be a persistent effort by the FBI to conceal from the American people information concerning possible Saudi support of the September 11 attacks.” 
The 9/11 family members also seek information that would shed light on alleged Saudi financing of the terrorist attacks in their lawsuit, In Re Terrorist Attacks of September 11.  


 “Thank you to The Miami Herald and The Sarasota Herald-Tribune. Maybe someday soon we’ll finally get to hear the truth,” said Bill Doyle, father of Joseph M. Doyle who died in the World Trade Center.  “As I said this past summer, the FBI wants its cake and to eat it too.  On one hand, they say they have no evidence connecting the Sarasota Saudis to 9/11.  On the other hand, they say releasing the information would threaten national security.  Both of those things cannot be true.  The Federal Court should not let them get away with it.”
The 9/11 Families United to Bankrupt Terrorism, a group comprised of over 6,000 family members of those killed and injured in the attacks of 9/11 that is using the civil legal system to pursue those who financed and provided support for those cowardly terrorist attacks.  The case is In Re Thomas E. Burnett, Sr., et al. v. Al Baraka Investment & Development Corp., et al.; In Re Terrorist Attacks on September 11, 2001. The families are also pursuing passage of legislation, the Justice Against Sponsors of Terrorism Act (JASTA-H.R. 3143/S. 1535) in Congress to guarantee that all those injured in or who had a loved one killed in a terrorist attack, will always have access to the courts to hold liable those who fund those terrorists and their attacks.

http://www.justiceagainstterrorism.org
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