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“imvestigation 6.
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point of view, the Saudis have been useless and obstructionist for years. In this agent’s opinion,
the Saudis will only act when it is in their seif-interest,

| E.O. 13526, section 1.4(c) | Whena high-leve [l officer was asked how the September 1| atiacks might have been
praveated, he cited grenter Saudi cooperation, pointing Lo an example frory the summer of 2001,
when the U.S. Govemment requested Saudi assistance, with po success. Jn May 2001, the U.S.
Govemment became aware that an individual in Saudi Arabia was in contuct witk: Abu Zubeida
and was most likely aware of an upcoming al-Qa'ida operation, Thc U.S. Governmen: pressured
e Seudi Govammeat t0 locato him. The Saudia informied the U.S. Governmant that they
required additional information to do so. The U.S Govemmens agency that had originally
learned of this individual's knowledge refused 16 provide the Saudis with additional information
because it would reveel sources and methods. The National Security Council also tried 1o
pressure the Saudis, but the Saudis would not cooperate without (he additional information.

According 1o some FBI personael, this type of response is typical from the Saudis. For
example, one FB{ agau.descn'bed ane investigativn afler September 11 in which he provided the
Saudi Gevernment with capies of the subjects’ Saudi passports. The Saudi Goverrmeat
maintamed that they hed 20 record of the subjects,

According to the former Chicfof Alec Station, the unit in the DCT's Counterterronst
Center established in 1996 1o focus specifically on Usama Bin Ladic, it was clear from about
1996 that the Saudi Goverument would not caoperate with the United States on mtters relating
to Usama Bin Ladin. There is a May 1996 memo from the DCT's Counterterrorist Ceater [l I EJO. 13526, section 1.4(c)(d) ]
ey stating that the Saudis hod stopped providing background informution or oiker assistanoe on
Bin Ledin because Bin Ladin bad “too much information about official Saudi dealings with
Islamic extremists in'the 1980s for Riyadh 1o deliver him into U.S. hands.” L a Juzse 1997
memo to the DCL Alec Ststion reemphasized the lack of Seudi cooperation and stated that there
was little pruspect of future cooperation regarding Bin Ladin. The former Chief of Ales Station
thought that the U.S. Government’s hope of eventually obtaining Saudi cooperation was
unrealistic because Saudi assistance to the U.S. Government on this maaer was contrary to Saudi
rational interests,
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‘On the issue of al-Qa’ida 2nd Saudi intelligence, that gocs back o our efforts to interact
with the Saudi to gef them 1o help us on investigatiog al-Qs'ida. .. for the mos! part it was
a very troubled relationship where the Saudis were not providing us quicily or very
vigorously with response Lo it. Sometimes they did, many times they didn't. It was just
very slow in coming. :

. Both FBI and CIA personnet cited an individual named Madani a)-Tayyib as a specific
casc in which the Saudis were uncooperative, The CIA and the EB] bad been pressuring the
Saudis for years for permission to talk to al-Tayyib. According 1o the former head of ALEC
Suation, al-leQib managed ol of Bin Ladin's finances when Bin Ladlin was in Sudas, and any
expezse over 51,000 hed to be approved by al-Tayvib, Al-Tayyib maved to London it: 1996 to
work with Khalid al-Fawwaz, another inportant al-Qa'ida figure who bas since been arresied. In
the summer of 1996, al-Tayyab relumed 1o Saudi Arabiz. The Saudis continuously refused the
FDP's and the CIA's requests to talk o al-Tayyib, stating, in the words of en FII agent, that al-
Tayyib was “just a poor man wha lost his leg. He doesn't know anything.”

' The former chief of Alec Station also cited the example of Mobammed Janzal Khalifa.
Khalifz is Bin Ladin's brother-in-law and an important figure in al-Qa'ida. The U.S. _
Govemnmen arrested Khalifa in the United States in 1994, Khalifa had been sentonced 1o desth
in absentia by the Jordanian Government for his rule ins a borobing in Jordan. As a result, the
U.S. agreed 10 extradite bim to Jordan. The Jordanians then retmed hira to Saudi Arsbia. In the
opinion of the ClA officer, the Saudis “bought off” the Jordanians for the retum of Khalifa.
According o the CIA officcr, when Khalife subsequently arrived in Saudi A.'abﬁ. be was met by
at least one impartant snvmmém afficial. Xhalita naw works for a Riyadh-based NGO and

travels and operates frecly.

The General Counsel of the U.S. Treasury Department testified at the July 23, 2002
hearing about the lack of Saudi cooperation with the U.S.:
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